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On behalf of the Governors and Staff of Widnes Academy I offer
you the warmest and most sincere welcome.
- Mrs. K. Highcock, Principal

“The School communicates with me
effectively about how to support my
Child’s learning”
- Parent
“My child enjoys coming to school”
- Parent

“My child is encouraged to work hard”
- Parent

Whilst it is difficult to fully describe all that we do in School, we hope
that the information in this booklet will prove useful.

If you would like any further details on anything mentioned in the
prospectus, or would like to come and look around the school, please
telephone 0151 424 2799 for an appointment.
We will be very pleased to see you.

At Widnes Academy we are conscious of the trust that you,
as parents, place in us and aim to provide the best possible
start for your children in their school life.
In order to achieve this, we set out to:
Emphasise the achievements of individuals and groups in the
family of our School.
Provide a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the
needs of individual children as well as the requirements of
the National Curriculum.
Promote self respect and respect for others as well as a
responsibility towards the community and environment.
Achieve as high a standard as possible, socially, emotionally
and academically, so that each child may reach his / her full
potential.
To support both professional and personal development of
staff.

The Curriculum
In Widnes Academy we have worked hard to ensure that all the
children experience a curriculum which enables them to continually
improve and meet new challenges every year and in every subject.
The curriculum covers the following six broad areas of learning:
• English, Communication and Language.
• Mathematics
• Science and Technology
• Historical and Geographical understanding.
• Physical Development, Health and Wellbeing.
• The Arts – including Dance and Music
Further details of our curriculum can be found on the school’4s
website.

We recognise the uniqueness of the child and we realise the
importance of teaching each child at their particular level. We
therefore use a variety of teaching techniques which combine
individual, group and whole class teaching, selecting the most
appropriate for the subject.
English (incorporating reading, writing, speaking and listening skills)
and Mathematics are vitally important. Developing each child’s
understanding and skill is a priority. These subjects are given
attention and taught every day in class.
We also place great importance on the teaching of Computing. The
School currently has a purpose built ICT suite and has invested in
tablets to allow for the application of skills learned in Computing
across the curriculum. Pupils at Widnes Academy are given a
thorough grounding of skills and knowledge that they will need in the
future.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
In the Nursery and Reception class the children follow a
curriculum called the Early Years and Foundation Stage,
which is organised into six areas of learning:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication, Language and Literacy
Mathematical Development
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
Physical Development
Creative Development.
In the Foundation Stage, the focus is on learning
through play. Children are provided with experiences
and opportunities to explore across the six areas.

Special Educational Needs (SEN)
The needs of all children are of paramount importance at Widnes
Academy. It is not always possible to meet all these needs in the
mainstream classes. To overcome such difficulties programmes of work
are set up which are sympathetic to the requirements of these pupils. If we
become aware that your child may be experiencing more difficulties than
they may be able to overcome without help, we will contact you
immediately so that we can work together to overcome that problem. The
school has a Special Needs Co-ordinator (Miss Myles) and a policy in
operation. Copies of the policy may be made available to parents on
request.
Gifted and Talented pupils are also catered for under the umbrella of
special needs, again coordinated by Miss Myles.
The school is also equipped with a lift for disabled access, a disabled toilet
/ shower suite is also available

Physical Education (PE)
All pupils are expected to take part in all Physical Education
activities arranged for them as part of the Curriculum, unless
exempted on medical grounds. If your child is unfit to take
part in these activities, then a note of explanation should be
sent with your child on the subsequent day that lessons take
place.

Religious Education (RE)
Religious Education is provided for all pupils in the infant and
junior phases of the School. This is in accordance with the QCA
Units of Work. Parents may withdraw their child (on religious
grounds) from this and from the daily act of collective worship. On
such occasions, arrangements should be discussed with the
Principal. This is in accordance with the requirements of the
Halton Syllabus and through resources provided by the Discovery
RE Scheme of Work.

Sex and Relationships Education (SRE)
The Governors have resolved that matters relating to Sex and
Relationships Education are dealt with as part of the
general personal, social, moral and spiritual dimension of the
Curriculum; Specific details of what is taught and the policy
relating to sex education may be requested from the school.
Specific details of what is taught along with the schools Safer
Relationships policy may be requested from the school

School Uniform
A school uniform helps us to establish a feeling of
cohesion and unity within school. The wearing of a
school uniform is compulsory by agreement with the
Governors and in accordance with the vast majority of
parents’ wishes.
We have a simple uniform and most of the items can be
purchased at a reasonable price from local shops and
supermarkets. The uniform is as follows:
• Grey or black trousers
• Grey or black skirt/pinafore or blue/white gingham
dress for Summer
• White shirt/blouse/polo shirt
• Blue sweatshirt or cardigan with the school logo
• Plain black shoes

Acceptable Shoes

P.E. and Swimming Kit
In the interest of health and hygiene all children need a
change of clothing
For Physical Education:
• Black shorts
• Plain white T-shirt
• Black pumps not trainers
You will be advised by the Class Teacher on which days
your child will need PE and swimming kits. For swimming
lessons, please send in a towel and swimming costume in
a suitable waterproof bag . Please note that earrings must
not be worn for any PE lesson or after school club. If a
child has earrings in and cannot remove them themselves,
then they will be unable to take part in the lesson.
It is advisable for parents to clearly mark clothes with the
child’s name.
(Swimming lessons take place for children from Y2 to Y6 at
Kingsway Leisure Centre in Widnes)

Health and Safety
Earrings, finger rings, and other items of jewellery present
problems of safety and security, especially during P.E. and
Swimming lessons, and whilst children are at play. In the interests
of safety as well as security, the only jewellery permitted in school
is one pair of small stud type earrings (please see note above
regarding removal of earrings for PE lessons). Please inform the
school if an item of jewellery is to be worn as part of a religious
belief. Nail varnish is not allowed in school due to the solvents
that it contains and the reaction it may cause in susceptible pupils.

“We have friendly children who always look after
one another and always support each other.”
Dogs on the school site
In the interests of hygiene and the health, safety and well being of
pupils, dogs are not permitted on the school site.

Smoking
All visitors are respectfully reminded that Widnes Academy is a no
smoking site.

The School Day
Nursery

Morning session
8.45 – 11.45

Afternoon
session
12.10 – 3.10

Infants

8:50 - 12:05
8:50 - 12:35

1:05 - 3:10

Juniors

1:25 - 3:15

There is a morning break for both juniors and infants. During break
children may eat a piece of fruit or other healthy snack. The
kitchen staff will provide suitable snacks for morning break at a
cost of 20-40p per item of toast, fruit or fruit juice/milk. A running
total of snack money brought in by each child is kept in class.
Snack money may be paid in cash or via the online payment
system (details of how to download the system can be obtained at
the school office).

Breakfast Club
A Breakfast Club is available before school every day from 7.45 am
to 8.45 am. Toast, fruit, and a range of cereals are available. Drinks
including milk and a range of pure fruit juices are also served. A
range of supervised games and activities are also provided for the
children. Admission to Breakfast Club is £1 per day which includes
the cost of the breakfast. There is no need to book, children may
attend whenever necessary (please note children must arrive
before 8.20 am to gain access to Breakfast Club).

Illness/Accident
Should your child be taken ill or suffer an accident, every effort will
be made to contact you. For this reason it is important that we
have up to date information regarding changes of address,
telephone numbers, etc. This can be done via your child’s class
teacher, directly to the School Office or via our Parentapp. It is
important that we have a record of at least two emergency
numbers for your child.

Attendance and Punctuality
Doors are open each morning at 8.45 a.m. with registration at
8.50 a.m. when children are expected to be in class. For safety
reasons once children arrive at School they should not leave
the premises. If your child is ill and cannot attend School, the
absence must be explained by the child’s parent/guardian.
Please ring school before 9.00 a.m. to advise us of any
absence. It is school policy to ring parents if we have not
received a reason for an absence by 9.30 a.m.
Attendance will be supported by the Attendance and
Behaviour Service, who will contact parents of children with
attendance below 92%.

School Meals
Lunch time is an important part of the day for children. Most of
our children stay at lunch time and either eat a cooked meal or
bring their own packed lunch. Some children go home for
lunch; we would ask parents to arrange safe passage home for
their children (children must be picked up by a responsible
adult) and to ensure their safe journey back to school shortly
before the end of the lunch break. All children in classes from
Reception to Year 2 will be entitled to a free school meal.
KS2 children who stay for school dinners are asked to pay for
school meals via the online payment system (details of how to
register are available at the school office). If you think that
your child might be entitled to free meals, then please call into
the Halton Direct Link who will check this for you. Meals
currently cost £2.50 per day.

Care and Responsibility
The Senior Designated Person for child protection and safeguarding
is the Principal, Mrs Highcock and in her absence concerns should
be reported to Miss Myles. A range of related policy documents are
available upon request or can be downloaded from the school
website.

Promoting Positive Behaviour
Good behaviour is essential and perhaps one of the hardest lessons
children at such a young and often boisterous age have to learn.
Throughout the school, respect and care for others is encouraged.
Self discipline and consideration for others can be difficult to
develop but we are firm and positive in encouraging these
qualities.
Children are rewarded for good conduct and achievement through
a Good to be Green merit system. Additionally, Weekly Awards and
Praise Point Certificates are awarded for good work and behaviour
at Good News Assemblies.
Unsociable behaviour is not tolerated. Parents will be notified at an
early stage of repeated problems. We expect children to treat
others as they themselves would expect to be treated. Adults
involved in School must treat children fairly, with understanding
and with respect. Praise and reward are more effective than
sanctions.
If you need further detail on the procedures that the school
operates with regard to discipline you may request a copy of the
Behaviour policy from the school office, or download one from the
school website

Developing Young Citizens
At Widnes Academy we are committed to developing the
understanding our children have of their school community &
wider community.

Staying Safe and Healthy
All our children will be encouraged to develop their understanding
of staying safe and healthy as they progress through our school.
The school has achieved Healthy Schools status and is actively
involved with the local Health Improvement Team. The children
access a range of programmes designed to raise their awareness of
healthy eating and the importance of exercise.

Medication
If your child is completing a course of medication, the School is
prepared to administer it on the conditions that the medication is
brought in and collected from School by the parent or nominated
adult and a signed medication form is completed.
The School cannot administer any medication that has not been
prescribed to the child.

Reporting to Parents / Carers
Parents are welcome to make an appointment at any time to
discuss their child’s progress. More formal interviews are arranged
twice a year. Each child in the Key Stage 1 and 2 receives an end of
year report on their academic and social progress.

Parent – School Partnership
We believe that parents should be actively engaged in the
education of their children. Parents / carers are welcome to
make an appointment at any time to discuss their child’s
progress. We currently have a Parent Voice group who are
actively involved in fundraising in school and who meet
regularly each half term. If you are interested in becoming
involved in this group please contact Mrs Williams via the
school office.
We would like parents / carers to be involved within the life of
the School. If you have the time to work in class with groups
involved in various activities, please contact your child’s class
teacher to make arrangements. You will be most welcome.
We now have a Parent App to enhance current communication
between home and school that is available to download on
Android and iOS devices, contact the school office who will
send you an invite to join the app.

Extra Curricular Activities
The School is a focus for the community of West Bank and we
are always keen to develop further links. We have strong links
with a number of groups, including St. Mary’s Church and the
West Bank Community Forum.
A variety of clubs are available throughout the year for the
children to attend during and after school (e.g. football, gym,
multi-sports, IT, Library, Cricket, Netball, Judo, Choir).

Charges for School Activities
School visits play an important part in the education of children,
giving first hand experiences which they may not otherwise gain.
Unfortunately, these visits are very costly and cannot be solely met
from the School’s budget. We therefore ask parents to make a
voluntary contribution so that this aspect of the children’s learning is
not lost. There is no charge for swimming or anything that is
provided as part of the School’s curriculum.

Admissions
Please contact the school for a registration form for admission to
Nursery or School.

Nursery
Widnes Academy’s Nursery is funded for 52 free places for three and
four year olds. This entitles a child to five 3 hour sessions per week,
either morning or afternoon. If spaces are available, children may
start the first Monday following their third birthday during termtime. Parents are welcome to come and have a look around Nursery
prior to enrolling their child. Please call to make an appointment
Nursery uniform consists of a blue sweatshirt with the school logo,
black or grey trousers/skirt, white polo shirt and sensible flat easy
fastening shoes.

Healthy Snacks
Healthy snacks are provided each day by our school kitchen staff.
Free milk is provided for all children less than five years of age.

Homework
Regular homework is set (the amount varies according to the
need of the child). Supporting your children in the completion
of their homework is a part of the Parent – School Partnership
Agreement. There is no hard and fast timetable for the
subjects covered by the homework as we believe that it must
be directed to support the needs of the children in any one
class which will vary from year to year and even within a year.
We suggest that parents spare a short time each day enjoying
books with their children. Discussion about the book is as
important as reading it.
DB Primary is an all-in-one education solution for primary
schools, it allows parents and children to access homework,
activities and learning resources online, visit
www.widnesacademy.co.uk for more information.

Complaints Procedure
It is hoped that any complaints may be discussed and resolved
promptly with the Principal. However, if the matter cannot be
resolved, the Principal will inform the Governing Body. Parents
will be informed of the procedures to go through if they wish
to register a formal complaint.

Together we will go from Good to Outstanding
Widnes Academy West Bank, Cholmondeley Street, Widnes, Cheshire,
WA8 OEL
Telephone: 0151 424 2799 Email: school@widnesacademy.co.uk
Principal: Mrs. K. Highcock

